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The mission of Nebraska Transition College is to empower individuals with autism or other 
disabilities to learn, work, and live within our communities.
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Our Fall Classes Have Started!
We couldn’t be more thrilled to announce that our fall classes have started with a bang!  We held 
our first ever new student orientation on Sunday, September 29, and classes began the following 
week.  Pictured above are some of our students and parents!

Our class start date was the culmination of a new student application process that included a 
comprehensive application and interview.  As a result, we now have EIGHT NEW STUDENTS who 
have been fully approved to start their journey with Nebraska Transition College!

Our application is open 24/7/365!  We encourage you to apply now!  
• You do NOT have to wait until the next quarter classes are announced.  In fact, it would be 

much better to move through the application process as far in advance of quarterly start dates 
as possible.

• You must be approved prior to being able to register for classes. 
• Once approved, you do not have to apply again as long as you remain in good standing.
• While you are encouraged to progress through the entire curriculum, you can take the classes 

at your leisure.  
   
The minimum qualification considerations:
1. Prospective students must hold, or will obtain, a high school diploma prior to enrollment.
2. Prospective students will have a verified disability.
3. Prospective students must not have a chronic history of arrest or probation, or a history of self-

harm or harm to others.
4. Prospective students must be able to manage daily activities including personal hygiene, 

grooming and dressing without one-on-one supervision
5. Prospective students must be able to function without 24-hour supervision in a residential 

setting.
6. Prospective students must be able to recognize when s/he needs assistance.
7. Prospective students must have a desire for competitive employment or other post-secondary 

educational opportunity at the end of the NTC program.
8. Prospective students must make a commitment to be an active participant in the NTC program.

If you have any questions about the application process, the qualification considerations, or the 
classes, please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at info@nebraskatransitioncollege.org or  
402-413-5627 (Google Voice Mail).

We don’t like being kept as a secret . . . tell others about us!

N E B R A S K A  T R A N S I T I O N  C O L L E G E

https://www.nebraskatransitioncollege.org/
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Everyone has a story to tell. 
Within those stories, there 
is heartbreak, joy, struggle, 
resiliency, and celebration. 
There is also grace, loving 
kindness, inclusion, compassion, 
and inspiration. 

The stories – and the people – 
are all around us. Unknown.

That is the premise to the format 
of our podcast, The Unknown 
Good. Even better, it will be 
produced and co-hosted with 
help from any of our students 
who might be interested in this 
opportunity! We will interview 
everyday people – common Joes 
and Janes. People we know a 
lot, and people we know a little 
– because everyone has a story 
to tell.

Support for our podcast comes 
from Green Flash Brewhouse & 
Eatery and Cassi Ohlin and the 
Nebraska Realty High-5 Team. 
Be sure to check them both out 
on Facebook and all the other 
social media outlets.

Our most recent podcasts 
feature the perspectives of a 
high schooler and two middle 
schoolers, an amazing puppy 
raiser and her husband, and a 
barely-turned 30 year old who 
is changing the lives of kids 
all around the community of 
Lincoln. Click on the photos or 
the link below! 

Give a listen at: https://kzum.
org/unknowngood/

The Unknown Good - An NTC Production in Partnership With KZUM FM

https://kzum.org/unknowngood/
https://kzum.org/unknowngood/
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Would you like NTC programming in your area?

From the very first moment we were created, Nebraska Transition College has been working to truly 
become Nebraska Transition College.

Our goals:

1. Create first-rate curriculum.
2. Make it accessible to the masses.
3. Make it affordable. 
4. Have fun doing it.

How are we accomplishing this? First, we rid ourselves of the idea that we needed a building. Classrooms 
exist in communities across the state – and nation. Colleges, banks, churches, libraries, grocery stores . 
. . all have within them rooms that sit empty during the day or evening. These organizations can provide 
these spaces at low or no cost – especially when they fully comprehend the critical role they are playing in 
preparing an overlooked labor market. Second, working off the first, we can make our classes available in 
any community that demonstrates a need. We literally have curriculum, will travel.

Third, by ridding ourselves of expensive physical structures, we can focus almost solely on curriculum 
creation and delivery – which cuts down on tuition costs for our students. Similar programming across the 
country touts price tags of around $48-50K PER YEAR, PER STUDENT – bringing in total costs approaching 
$150,000. 

At NTC, the TOTAL investment (up to three years of curriculum) – which will include up to 18 months of 
residential living – will be less than 17% of the cost of similar programming! That’s a lot of bang for the 
buck! 

Right now, our classes are offered in Lincoln and Omaha – simply based upon where we have started. 
But as we stated already . . . have curriculum, will travel! Once there is a demonstrated need based upon 
applications, we will begin creating local collaborations so classes can be held in locations throughout the 
state (and country!).

How do you demonstrate need?

APPLY! Simple as that! Help us 
see where the need exists! The 
application is free, and once approved, 
the application never needs to 
be completed again. We accept 
applications 24/7/365. 

Just click here: https://www.
nebraskatransitioncollege.org/
application-process

As for #4 above? If it weren’t fun, we 
wouldn’t be doing it!

Have Curriculum, Will Travel!

https://www.nebraskatransitioncollege.org/application-process
https://www.nebraskatransitioncollege.org/application-process
https://www.nebraskatransitioncollege.org/application-process
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We would like to introduce a brand new comic strip written by our very own board member,  
Jake Dwinell. 

His strip is called “Bark the Aardvark”. It is about Bark...an average aardvark with an average job, 
an average home and an average life. But hidden just beneath the surface of all this average-ness is 
something much more. 

Jake will be introducing his characters one at a time before bringing them together in a strip that will 
have one frame, two frames or many frames - it all depends on what Bark and his friends have to say. 
Sometimes it will be “old school” and raw, and sometimes it will be computer-aided (like below). Jake’s 
call!

Meet Bark.
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I feel I must apologize. 

I haven’t nurtured our relationship as I would have liked over the last few months. It’s not you, it’s me. But I’m working 
to correct that and give you the attention you deserve. 

Just please know it is not because I haven’t been thinking about you. In fact, I have been thinking about you a lot. 
There is so much to tell, and so much coming down the pike . . . So let me bring you up to speed – and keep you there.

First, our students. We began our fall quarter on October 2, and we have eight new students who have navigated their 
way through our improved application process. We couldn’t be happier for them!

Second, our collaborations. 
• West Gate Bank - Our students are currently housed at West Gate Bank at Hwy 2 and Old Cheney Rd in Lincoln. 

West Gate has welcomed us with open arms; it was like coming home for the holidays. We are looking forward to 
continuing this collaboration with them. Much more to come in future newsletters.

• Lincoln YMCA’s – We are so very happy to announce this collaboration as we continue to specifically build out our 
Wellness curricular stream. We will begin this road in early November.

• Doane University – We have been having wonderful discussions with this incredible organization. There is much to 
share between Doane and NTC, and we are working together to find our way to “yes”. 

• Future Collaboration – This is the one we are working on but can’t say anything about yet.

Third, our survey. When asked to list the greatest long-term challenge for individuals with disabilities, these were the 
final tallied responses:

While these results largely confirmed the research 
that already exists, I was struck by the smallest 
number, not the largest. Notice that post-secondary 
education is listed as the challenge of least concern 
among the choices presented. But my takeaway 
is not that it isn’t a concern, its just that the others 
are concerns that are so much greater. Much like 
Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, the basic needs are 
the focus. Once met, next levels can be attained. 
Self-actualization cannot be attained on an empty 
stomach. 

 
Of course, this is where Nebraska Transition College plays an enormous role – and one that needs to play out across 
the entire country. Our curriculum is very specifically non-academic; we focus on those skills that are basic in nature but 
are rarely the focus during a traditional secondary education. Employment (gotta have money), housing (gotta have a 
place to live), friendship (gotta have a tribe), and transportation (gotta have a way to get to a job, an apartment, and 
friends). 

There is a gap that opens up upon graduation from high school. 

Our curriculum is designed to bridge that gap. We focus on jobs, residential living, relationships, community 
involvement, and transportation. The end result for our students is to find a pathway to live independently in the 
community of their choice. 

You can help us. Our goal is to eventually be self-sustaining. Until we can reach that goal, we will need your support. 
You will have that opportunity coming up in November as we kick off our “Giving Tuesday, Giving November 2019” 
campaign. We are not asking for a lot of money. We are asking for a lot of people. When we have a lot of people each 
giving a little bit of money, we build something truly inspiring. 

Thank you for always being there. I promise to do better staying in touch. 

With overflowing gratitude, 

Dr. Stuart Stofferahn
Executive Director

A Letter From The Executive Director


